
  

 

“Both the bees and flowering plants are shifting because of climate 
but, on average, the UK flowers are getting earlier by 4 or 5 days each 
decade whereas the bees we looked at are becoming earlier by 7 to 
10 days per decade. So we are worried that bees are starting their 
activities before any of the flowering plants are available.”               
Research by Simon Potts, Prof of Biodiversity at Reading University 
and cited in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

April 2014     Issue 109 Hon Editor Gillian Belben 

3 Sheat Cottages 

Chillerton  PO30 3EW 

sheat3@btinternet.com 

www.iwbka.org.uk 
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 Thank you to the seven people who helped fill these pages. The spring issue 

is packed with all sorts of bee-related information.  As well as the regular 

items, there is a third instalment from Ian King’s microscopy group, a call for 

people who would like to take part in the June bee safari, and some  

guidance on the latest threat to our bees, the Asian hornet. If you want a 

truly horrific demonstration of what they are capable of, watch the  

following short video. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ1eAM8CChc 

Obituary for Marigold Constance Ambler  

November 3rd 1927—February 3rd 2014 

Mary was born into a farming family at Kern Farm, Newchurch. Her      

grandfather was a ‘Trick horse rider’. Her father served as a Captain in the 

1st Gurkha Regiment in World War I and managed farms at Fairlee, Werrar 

and Chawton, until a final move to Tara House, Luton Farm Lane. 

Mary joined the Land Army in World War II. There was an army camp at 

Northwood used for aliens and Italian POWs doing war work. She would 

march them to Newport cinema for a breather and her strong character 

would keep them in order. 

Mary continued in farming, had two sons and then changed employment, 

becoming first lady licensee on the Island, running the Vectis Tavern in 

Cowes, where she had her third son. While resident in Cowes she worked at 

the Pier View, the Three Crowns and the Grapes. 

Mary had strong ties and enjoyed the company of her ‘locals’. She was 

proud to be called a ‘Northwood Withyskinner’. 

Mary’s brother Hughey was a well known breeder of racing pigeons. 

Beekeeping became part of her life for 20 years when she assisted Dave and 

Helen Button to become a formidable force in the craft and the annual 

shows. 

Throughout her life Mary had boundless energy and worked hard. She was a 

generous and warm-hearted person, always a smart dresser with her 

‘beehive hairstyle’. Mary leaves three sons locally and grandchildren and 

great grandchildren on the mainland and in Australia. She also leaves many 

happy memories to those who knew her. A great character. 

Brian Holden 
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An Echo from the Apidictor 

Newcomers to our craft could spend an interesting time by putting the 

word  “Apidictor” into  their search engine and reading some of the 

information that emerges. In the Island we have a connection with the 

device and its inventor, Mr. E.F.Woods. 

This gentleman was a sound engineer who patented the device. It  

purported to isolate tell-tale sounds made by the bees at critical times 

and these claims fascinated Percy Brooks the IWBKA’s  only member 

ever to achieve NDB qualifications. Percy worked in the Niton Radio 

Station in the Ship to Shore wireless department and was himself a 

specialist in audio communication. 

Mr. Woods was invited to  demonstrate his appliance to our  

association one summer and came down to Percy’s home, Mirables 

Field Cottage on Niton Undercliff to let us test his gadget. Sadly not 

many of our members were sufficiently impressed to purchase one. 

Doug Roberts did put one to use in his apiary at Wooton but said,“ It is 

like the Oracle at Delphi. The predictions are open to different  

interpretations”. 

All this has been brought to mind by the recent landslip at  

St. Lawrence. The house that Percy lived in collapsed during an earlier 

land movement  and not a trace is left standing. 

Rob Marshall 

Recipes with honey 

Garlic honey for coughs 

 

Extracts from garlic bulbs are natural antiseptics, and are often used in 

remedies to prevent or combat colds, flu, catarrh and bronchitis. 

So who’s up for this one? 

 

Peel and loosely crush 2 heads of garlic, leave for 15 minutes to allow 

the active ingredient, allicin, to be formed, then crush finely in a      

mortar and pestle. Mix into a small pot of runny honey and leave over-

night. There may be a little ‘juice’ on the top, just stir in before using. 

Take one teaspoon as needed for colds, coughs and sore throats. 

Taken from ‘Grow your own drugs’ by James Wong. 
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A poor old widow in her weeds 

Walter de la Mare 

A poor old Widow in her weeds 

Sowed her garden with wild-flower seeds; 

Not too shallow, and not too deep, 

And down came April -- drip -- drip -- drip. 

Up shone May, like gold, and soon 

Green as an arbour grew leafy June. 

And now all summer she sits and sews 

Where willow herb, comfrey, bugloss blows, 

Teasle and pansy, meadowsweet, 

Campion, toadflax, and rough hawksbit; 

Brown bee orchis, and Peals of Bells; 

Clover, burnet, and thyme she smells; 

Like Oberon's meadows her garden is 

Drowsy from dawn to dusk with bees. 

Weeps she never, but sometimes sighs, 

And peeps at her garden with bright brown eyes; 

And all she has is all she needs -- 

A poor Old Widow in her weeds. 

  

Ben’s Bees  

Kate Hounsell-Robert 

 

 

 

Read a review of this children’s 

book ,inspired by the bees at Quarr 

Abbey, on page 7. 
 

 

Katy Hounsell-Robert 

Josh Williamson, illustrator 

Onwards & Upwards £7.99  

(978-1-907509-85-8) 
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Micro Bee Study Group—Part 3                                                                         

Secretory glands in the head and the production of brood food 

1.Salivary Glands (Collectively called the Labial Glands):  

The Head salivary gland is coupled with the thoracic salivary gland 

producing a liquid passing through ducts into the mouth; which is 

mixed with incoming food. It has two functions, the first to lubricate 

dry food and the second to commence the breakdown of sucrose. 

Saliva serves no part in the production of brood food. 
 

 
 

(yes) Denotes pheromone production only, the drone’s mandible 

pheromone is for hive recognition and drone congregation. 

Paired Glands in the Head & Thorax W Q D 

Salivary Glands in Head yes yes - 

Salivary Glands in Thorax yes yes yes 

Hypopharyngeal Glands yes - - 

Mandible Glands yes (yes) (yes) 
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 The Queen’s mandible pheromone is one of many of her pheromones 

secreted in the hive for recognition; during mating the mandible  

pheromone ensure the drones can locate her easily and during swarming 

alerts the workers to the presence of the queen.  

2. Mandible Glands 

Both the mandible glands have a reservoir, this allows the secretion under 

pressure, and is often referred to as piping. 

3. Hypopharyngeal Glands 

These are the largest of the glands; they are not present in Q or D. 

Larval Food: (Brood Food/Royal Jelly) 

House bees or Nurse bees are the very youngest bees, during their first 3 

days they will be cleaning cells and consuming large quantities of pollen, 

this high intake of pollen results in the development of their  

Hypopharyngeal and Mandible glands which produce the Royal Jelly and 

Brood food, so from the age of 4 to 15 days they feed both brood and the 

queen, this large consumption of pollen has also developed their wax 

glands which are at their peak from age 10 – 18 days. After 18 days their 

Hypopharyngeal begin to shrink and these same glands start to produce 

enzymes used by foraging bees in converting nectar into honey; these 

glands can be re-activated into producing royal jelly/brood food – which 

happens for example during swarming, when most nurse bees will remain 

with the brood. 

There are 3 different components that are used in brood food: 

1. Mandible Glands – produce a white (Opaque) milk 

2. Hypopharyngeal Glands – produce a clear (Translucent) milk 

3. Regurgitated Crop contents – producing a yellow pollen/honey mix. 

The proportion fed varies on larval caste type and age;  

QWD are all 3 days as eggs – surviving on the yoke of the egg 

Q  - 5 days as open brood 

W - 6 days as open brood 

D  - 7 days as open brood 

Queen  1 – 3 days is fed mostly white mandible milk  

  4 – 5 days fed a ratio 1:1 of white/clear 

Worker  6 days fed a ratio 2:9:3 of white/clear/yellow  

  During the last 3 days a higher proportion of honey  

Drones  Are fed similar ratios to workers but for 7 days 
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The white mandible milk fed in far higher ratio to the queen larvae 

is very high in sugar content, this encourages the queen larvae to 

eat large amounts, during this period of feeding the queen larvae 

has increased in weight by approx 3000 times and the worker larvae 

by 1500 times, during this larval period 4 moults are required  

before the cell is sealed over, the 5
th

 occurring after it is sealed. 

Note: 

Each book one reads differs slightly in brood food fed, this  

difference occurring depending on which author is being copied. 

Ian King 

Book review—Ben’s Bees by Kate Hounsell-Roberts 

Katy Hounsell-Robert has written a charming children's book 

based on the bees at Quarr Abbey.  The author took her  

inspiration for writing this novel after observing the bees while on 

retreat at Quarr Abbey several years ago.  In this gripping  

adventure story based on real life bees, Ben goes to stay with his 

grandfather for the summer holidays on the Isle of Wight.  The 

character of the grandfather is inspired by George Cassell who 

lives in the cottage on the Abbey estate close to the ruins.   

In the story Ben helps his grandfather look after his newly  

acquired bees, when all of a sudden he and his cousin Martha find 

that the hive is in danger from a new queen bee. They  

mysteriously turn into bees and learn first-hand the rules of the 

hive.  

Under the expert guidance of the Abbey’s bee-keeper Father  

Francis, the children have to keep returning to the hive as bees to 

save their new bee friends from the nasty Queen.  

Ben’s Bees was vetted by David Purchase, a retired Regional Bee 

Inspector for the Isle of Wight and David also wrote the foreword.   

Katy also received guidance with this book from veteran  

beekeeper Harry Carter, Father Nicholas Spencer at Quarr Abbey, 

and some other members of the IWBKA. 

Ben's Bees is selling well and is currently on the publisher's best 

sellers list. It has also been nominated for a children's book award. 

The book is on sale at Quarr Abbey, good bookshops and also on 

Amazon and Kindle. 

Chris McClellan 
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 Island beekeeper interview 

Barry Walshe 

 

When do you first remember being 

aware of bees and honey? 

I have been interested for many years but 

only took up beekeeping on retirement 

some 20 years ago. 

What tempted you into beekeeping? 

My son’s father-in-law knew of my  

interest and also of my hesitation so 

stopped my prevarication by presenting 

me with three full hives and all the      

associated equipment so I just had to get 

on with it. 

Did you have an easy beginning with lots 

of help or did you struggle? 

Perhaps surprisingly, I had a very easy beginning.  Beekeeping was much    

simpler in those days.  The bees were prolific and good-tempered and     

produced a lot of honey.  There was no varroa, or if there was we did not 

know about it, and little if any disease.  We were not being  nagged to do 

this and that by those on high; no automated databases; no constant 

insistence to be registered.  The Association was much smaller and more 

close-knit.  The crops stood tall and the nectar had not been bred out of 

them and, dare I say it, I think we had better summers! 

What hives do you use and how did you choose this format? 

I use Langstroth hives and in retrospect it was a mistake, particularly as I 

get older and find them heavier and heavier.  To compound the error my     

originals were Wormit hives, even more difficult to handle.  As I say, I did 

not choose them - they arrived! 

How many colonies do you hope to start this Spring with and what sort 

of journey has it been to build them up? 

I used to have seven hives but unfortunately over the last three or four 

years they have been struggling for the usual reasons, particularly during 

the last two winters.  I now have two and surprisingly they have survived 

this wet, but warm, winter very well so I am hoping to build up again. 
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What has been your happiest discovery along the way? 

A hobby that can be as demanding as you wish and yet at the same time 

can be shared with other people. 

Do you have any ‘rules’ that you observe every year leading to  

recommendations you could pass on? 

When I started Jim Firth gave me one guiding rule:  "Barry, you may not 

know what you are doing but the bees do; so if in doubt let them get on 

with it - only interfere if you have a definite plan”.  This does seem to 

work and apart from the obvious matters of hygiene and swarm and    

disease prevention is a good philosophy. 

What has been your worst beekeeping mistake? 

Not joining the IWBKA before I started keeping bees.  If I had,  I would 

have saved a lot of money, had the right hives and been given a lot of 

sound advice from those that knew. 

How has beekeeping fitted in to your life? 

Very well.  We were fortunate in that once we had discovered the IWBKA, 

Rosemary and I attended one of Terry Willis’ excellent courses and have 

both been interested ever since.  My son now keeps bees, more            

successfully than I do, and the grandchildren are fascinated and quite   

unafraid - always their first port of call when they visit the Island is to go 

and see how the bees are getting on. 

What other aspects of your life are important and enjoyable to you? 

I love sailing and also walking, both of which are highly compatible with 

being on the Island and also seem to be in sympathy with beekeeping. 

Recently Rosemary has allowed me a small plot of garden to grow      

vegetables and this is the new hobby, albeit a very steep learning curve. 

What is the most surprising thing that others might like to know about 

you? 

Strangely, from someone who spent their whole career in the military, a 

strong dislike for bureaucracy and pettifogging rules and restrictions.   

But then that may not be so strange because it is typical of beekeepers. 

What are your beekeeping hopes and plans for the future? 

I love beekeeping and think it is a hobby that encourages care and       

consideration from the individual; my one hope is that it does not get 

over-regulated, even licensed, to the extent that it undermines the     

freedom and self-expression that is the hallmark of the idiosyncratic   

beekeeper. For myself, I will stick to two or three hives and family honey. 
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The Asian Hornet 

At the IWBKA Seminar, Nigel Semmence, DEFRA Bee Inspector for the 

Southern Region, brought up the subject of the Asian Hornet. This nasty 

‘beasty’ poses a very real threat to our bees and it’s at our doorstep in 

Normandy!  It is felt by DEFRA that we may be the first landing place, 

either by the hornet cadging a lift on boats/ships across the channel or 

possibly even flying across. 

The Asian Hornet abdomen is almost entirely dark except for the 4th 

abdominal segment which is yellow. Its legs are yellow tipped. The 

European Hornet has more yellow on the abdomen and has dark legs.   

                        

ASIAN       EUROPEAN 

Now is the time (preferably from February) to 

deploy traps for these blighters – from February 

the queens will be emerging from their winter 

hibernation and looking for a place to build a 

nest.  Modified wasp traps are good (if you 

would like the instructions contact IWBKA). You 

will need to set the traps high above your hives and it is 

thought that all bee keepers should do this.  Inspect the 

traps regularly and always take a large freezer bag with you. Do not 

open the trap unless you are positive that there is no hornet within. If 

you suspect that you have caught an Asian hornet, put the entire trap 

into the freezer bag and deep freeze it.  NOTIFY THE NON NATIVE  

SPECIES SECRETARIAT IMMEDIATELY AT www.nonnativespecies.org 

  

The Asian Hornet makes a large nest high in trees but does not like pine 

forests.  They may use man-made structures such as garages, barns and 

sheds.   Do not disturb an active nest. Anyone who suspects they have 

found an Asian Hornet should send a photo to: 

alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk 

More information is available from: - www.nonnativespecies.org   

www.nationalbeeunit.com 

Jinnie Bartlett 
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Landmarks and events of the Isle Of Wight—49  

The Freemantle Gate 

This imposing gateway marks the edge of the Appledurcombe Estate, for 

many years the home of one of the Island’s great families. For one of 

these it was the site of a family tragedy. 

In 1545 when the Mary Rose sank at Spithead a French raiding force was 

in the offing. Fears of this kind of raid had been expected on the Island 

for years.  In 1538 a new Captain of the Isle of Wight had taken over. This 

was Richard Worsely of Appledurcombe who succeeded his father in the 

post.  

He began his work as Captain in a thorough manner. He arranged for 

each parish to have its own canon (a fawcet of iron or brass) and 

strengthened the Island militia (Home Guard). Regular practice was to be 

held to familiarise the force with its weapons. 

He kept a stock of gunpowder handy at Appledurcombe in case of need 

and this stock might from time to time get damp in storage. One day 

when an inspection of the gunpowder stock revealed that some had  

deteriorated, he ordered servants to take it to a room close to the    

Freemantle Gatehouse to dry it off. 

Unfortunately the adjoining room was being used as a schoolroom for 

his two sons, John and George, and the inevitable happened. The drying 

process went awry, the gunpowder exploded and many of those present, 

including the two boys, perished in the conflagration that followed. 

Rob Marshall 
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The Home of our 
“Quality British made Honey Jar” 

Our standard 1lb Honey Jars are made to our own  

specifications in quality glass. 

 We specialise in supplying many associations including members of 

BBKA & Bee Farmers Association. Our prices for large and small    

orders are very competitive and we can arrange deliveries            

nationwide. 

 For further details on our Honey Jars or any of our other products, 

please get in touch with our Sales Team, we’ll be pleased to hear 

from you. 

  

Compak (South) Ltd 

3, Ashmead Rd 

Keynsham 

Bristol 

BS31 1SX 

Tel: 01179 863 550 

sales@compaksouth.co.uk 

www.compaksouth.com 

 

Suppliers of Glass and Plastic Containers & Closures 

Bee Safari with Seasonal Bee Inspector Debbie Burton on June 7th 

Christine McClellan, (07901332636, chris@gec-co.co.uk) seeks volunteers. 
Safaris are designed for people with only 1 or 2 hives who would like advice 

or assistance. A route is scheduled to maximise the number of apiaries visited 

during the day, with about 15 minutes allocated for each hive, and to include 

a break for lunch. Members can accompany the inspector to all or just a few 

of the sites.                                                                                                                

Debbie will help with queries and  show how to examine for signs of brood 

disease and varroa. She will also make general observations and offer     

suggestions to help improve bee management skills.                                            

If anyone thinks they have a serious problem with their bees then Debbie or 

someone from the IWBKA committee should be called immediately. 

To whet your appetite the following article is a report on last year’s safari.  
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A Day with the Seasonal Bee Inspector in 2013 

 

Saturday dawned hot and sunny, but the ‘fearless’ gathered to make the 

rounds with Bee Inspector Debbie Burton, who explained that her only 

interest was in the brood and health of the colonies, not in honey stores.  

We gathered at Quarr car park and set off for Brading to be met by Hazel 

whose hives were first for inspection.  She had lost some hives due to the 

2012 weather and the winter. Debbie pointed out that the site was facing 

southwest and open to the cold winds that blew unimpeded across the 

field – a barrier of some sort was suggested or to move the hives to the 

other side of the hedge.  There was one hive to inspect,  it was found to be 

healthy but on old frames. We learnt that one can change this by putting 

the queen and the bees into another brood box, this is then put on the top 

of the queen excluder over the ‘old’ box.  The nurse bees will go up and 

down to look after the brood until it is hatched, whilst the queen will start 

laying in the top box once the comb is drawn.  The lower entrance is 

blocked off and a new entrance is sited above the excluder. Once the old 

brood is hatched the old box can be removed.  She pointed out a small 

amount of chalk brood, this was not thought to be of great concern.   

Dorothy and Richard’s hives followed next, in the first we saw a drone-

laying queen and the recommendation was to take out the old queen, 

leave the hive for 24 hours then put in fresh eggs from a “good” hive. The 

next had some chalk brood and Debbie suggested re-queening.    

At Maggie’s hives we looked at the ‘siting’ which was on a concrete ‘patio’ 

type area and Debbie explained that this may be a prime site for small hive 

beetles to flourish,  as the hard standing and heat may encourage it. Be 

careful with site hygiene and watch carefully.  There were some signs of 

chalk brood but no eggs and Debbie performed the Foul brood test for us 

to see, which proved negative.  As there were no eggs but queen cells it 

was left for Maggie to watch and possibly re-queen if necessary. 

Tim’s bees in their wooded site proved to get an A1 rating as all was well, 

Debbie finding only one bee with deformed wings, probably caused by  

varroa.  In the nuc box there were lots of queen cells, this brightened the 

eyes of all. The bees were ecstatic to know this and apologised for covering 

Debbie in propolis! 
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 Jim presented us with a new concept - the ‘omelet’ beehaus.  The 

bees had worked well in here and swelled to a large colony in just 

four weeks.  They were lovely, quiet, contented bees but running out 

of space and it was suggested that supers be put on.   

Chronic bee paralysis was the prime concern for Ruth, though this 

was found not to be so.  The hive in question was found to be in good 

health.  The second we looked at was struggling as the queen         

appeared to have stopped laying – probably needing a re-queening.  

The third hive had some ‘chilled’ brood (which is brown) and some 

chalk brood (which is white and rubbery).  This colony was very weak, 

the recommendation was to shake all the bees out so they can be 

adopted into the other hives and the hive itself to be thoroughly 

cleaned.   

 

During the day several things were discussed: 

• If a second frame of comb has been formed on another due to a    

larger than bee-space gap between frames, then the second 

could be carefully cut off, held in place inside an empty frame 

(free of wax foundation), using wire or rubber bands. The bees 

will attach it properly, making any repairs necessary – clever girls! 

• Sac brood – which has pointy ends. We were advised not to break 

these but allow the bees to deal with it themselves – varroa           

treatment will help with its control. 

• To do a varroa count – draw lines on the base board or varroa 

count board at hive tool width apart and remember to put some 

Vaseline on to snare the little critters! 

 

A superb day was had by everyone, it was a fantastic learning tool and 

not meant to make anybody uncomfortable,  but to help the bees!  

When the next safari happens I for one want to be on the list with 

either my hives or just there to learn! 

Finally, only one person got stung during the day and he was at least 

30 metres away from the hives and had only ‘popped’ along to say 

‘Hello’ – sorry to say the bees do love our Dave! 

Jinnie Bartlett 
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IWBKA Honey Labels– number 14 

Christine McClellan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After my second full season of keeping bees, 2013 was the first year I 

was able to take honey.  I had my labels ready for my first season but as I 

only took off a teaspoon they proved unnecessary.  My strategy of  

artificially swarming my colonies to increase my stocks had paid off and I 

was able to extract many pounds of honey. 

I decided to design and print my own labels, so that I could personalise 

them for my different apiary sites, which is a useful selling tool for  

customers.  It also meant that I could sell honey in the 2 different size 

jars required by my customers without the expensive outlay of buying 

large quantities of different size labels.   

The web site www.istockphotos.co.uk has thousands of downloadable 

photos of every subject you can think of. After many experimental drafts 

I finally decided on a picture of a bee on a pink flower.  

I checked out the necessary information required for the label from the 

internet, typed the information on the label and then  moved it around 

until it all fitted on the label, and then finally changed all the fonts and 

colours until I got to my present combination.   

As the labels are printed when required I decided that I could put the 

best before date and the lot number on the label rather than buying a 

separate date gun. I use A4 sticky backed paper from Island Printers in 

Ryde and then use a guillotine to cut them to size. 

I couldn’t find a tamper proof label that matched my label, (probably 

because the label was pink) so I decided that I would use a clear one 

from The Nectar Shop in Cowes. 


