
  

 

 

Like the bee and the flower                                                                                

Let the wise man live in the flower of his village, like the bee, gently    

taking flowers’ honey, but not harming the blossom, and its colour and 

scent.                                                                                                                 

From the Dhammapada, a Buddhist scripture 
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This issue is being prepared with snow on the ground, small drifts  creeping 

up the front of the hives, and more snow on the way. However, given the 

extreme conditions described in the story below, I’m not going to complain 

about the rain, the damp or the cold.  

Thank you to the 9 beekeepers and friends who contributed to this issue. 

Gillian Belben 

Flood Victims 

A beekeeper on ‘North island’ had a difficult Christmas when 43 colonies in 

poly-hives washed away in a flood on 23rd December. Here is his update: 

“Finally on the 31st two of us, by wading up to our belly buttons through the 

water, got into the little forest where most of the hives had been washed. 

Some hives (3 actually) had been recovered earlier when a change of wind 

blew them across the floodwaters to another place a mile and a half away. 

Today we got to the rest and lifted them up out of the water although there 

is still some gear in water too deep to reach. 

The final upshot is that out of the 43 colonies it looks like ALL the gear has 

either been recovered to higher ground, or is accounted for and will be 

reached as soon as water levels permit. Of the 43, 31 are very much alive 

and look in reasonable order for having been bobbing around in a flood for 8 

days with no roof on in torrential rain and even snow. 3 look so-so. 4 had 

tipped over and the combs were scattered. 3 were dead from the cold and 

wet. 2 had been drone layers and it looks as if they had petered out even 

before the flood though they have been found intact. No hive that had    

remained upright and on its floor, and had been alive before the flood, 

seems to have been lost. I shudder to think what it would have been like had 

these been wooden hives. 

For now it all has the look of having somewhat got away with it, though I will 

not be counting any chickens until April. 

At last! A recipe review from a reader. The Balsamic Pickled Onions  in the      

October 2012 issue were made by Sally Kenny. 

“Brilliant recipe for the balsamic honey pickled onions, they were a favourite 

of the family for Christmas 2012, many thanks, but keep them away from 

teenage boys and rugby players as they are far too dangerous for sensible 

consumption.” 
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13th January: False Spring 

Week’s long hoax of mild weather 

and bees wander like fools. 

 

Up in the woods’ hedge, catkins are no hope, 

not yet let down smeared with yellow. 

 

And only points of shoots are protracted—hand against hand,  

finger to finger—and no crocus flower’s first food, no protein. 

 

Beekeepers are despairing on the telephone, 

dream of cloches on the springtime floor. 

 

Helios is given bonfires by some. 

 

Sean Borrowdale published his first collection of poems in 2012. Called 

‘Bee Journal’, it charts the life of the hive from the collection of a small 

nucleus on the first day to the capture of a swarm two years later. 

The poem ‘False Spring’  describes what many of us have experienced as 

January lurches from mild to freezing weather. 

‘Bee Journal’ made the shortlist for the Costa poetry book of the year. 
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My first beekeeping year 

 

Actually it won’t be my first whole year until spring 2013 and the swarm season. 

That is how I started. Having made appeals to all and sundry for beekeeping 

equipment, it seems the old saying about buses also applies to beehives! When I 

eventually bought my first hive, an old WBC at the IWBKA auction, almost      

immediately after I got a call from a friend offering me some old WBC         

equipment which had belonged to her father, sadly now deceased. So you see; 

you can wait ages for a hive and suddenly four come along at once! 

Then came a call from a generous beekeeping neighbour with an offer of a 

swarm which had issued from one of her hives and alighted in a hedge nearby. 

This was reported to be a productive and somewhat defensive queen, with 

which I was predicted to "have some fun"! 

The swarm seemed to me to be about a gallon in size and I marvelled, transfixed 

as they all followed their scouts up a white bed sheet over a board sloping up to 

the brood box. I was and still am, mesmerised by my bees. I find it almost   

meditative just to sit on a sunny day and watch them entering and leaving the 

hive. The hiving of a swarm though was truly inspiring and I would venture to 

say, (without any experience to the contrary), the nicest way to introduce a   

colony of bees to their new home. Would it be waxing lyrical to say one could 

develop a bond or an attachment at that moment, as they all enter "en masse". 

At least I would say "a sense of care", and as these were my first bees, a hope 

and an excitement? 

By mid-June my bees (or rather Queen Anne's bees, (A being the first letter of 

the alphabet and Anne being my mother's name)), had put on so much brood 

they were bursting out of their new home, which consisted of one brood box 

and one super. To the horror of other beekeeping friends I ventured to do an 

emergency split, placing the overflowing super onto an empty brood box two 

feet away and putting an empty super on the overcrowded brood box in the 

original position. After leaving them for three weeks of anxious wondering if I'd 

done the right thing, I inspected the hives to find to my delight that both were 

thriving. The second hive, started from the super of the first had made several 

queens, one of which was mated and laying beautifully.  

I started feeding with 1 to 1 sugar syrup before the announcements to do so and 

haven't stopped all year. I think if I had more hives and therefore the cost was 

punitive I might not have fed so much. Perhaps it was because these were my 

first bees I have felt determined to keep them going. I have experimented with 



5 

 

pure essential oils and ended up with a gallon of "Grandpa Turner's Bee Tonic" 

which the bees find irresistible and I hope will help to deter mites. So far, so 

good, careful inspection of the hive floor has revealed no dead mites, and      

inspecting the brood frames and attendant bees with a magnifying glass for 

some time showed the same result. I guess I will have to wait now to see what 

surprises spring 2013 has in store. 

I have occasionally been a clumsy first timer, my queens are definitely a bit on 

the defensive side and I have found out the painful way that I cannot go       

without a veil or gloves! But, as I write, in December, both hives are humming 

softly and bees emerge each sunny day to stretch their wings and take            

advantage of some sweet dew and fresh air.  

I think next year I will try to increase my bees, partly because having only two 

hives carries a very real risk of losing all my bees to a clumsy blunder or another 

year of bad weather and partly because since my first day in the spring I have 

become so interested in every aspect of the art. I enjoy the practical element of 

making my own equipment and learning the scientific botanical and                  

entomological dimension. But I think one of the most rewarding things about 

this subject which is fascinating in so many ways has been the calming and     

efficacious effect on my psyche. 

Being BiPolar; for years I have suffered bouts of depression, anxiety and OCD. 

Even life's trivialities can become worries which though irrational, circulate   

endlessly around my mind. Keeping bees has become an almost meditative way 

to focus my mind outside my "self" and manifests as a calming, cathartic and 

pleasurable therapy. 

Rob Turner 

What connects the American Declaration of Independence,                              

the French Revolution and the third President of the United States? 

Isle of Wight honey of course! 

Thomas Jefferson, principal author of the Declaration of Independence of 1776, 

was appointed Minister to France in 1785. The French Revolution began in May 

1789, signalling a quick exit by Jefferson in October 1789. Accompanied by his 

slave Sally Hemings, later found to be the mother of up to six of his children, he 

called in at the Isle of Wight on the journey back to America, and purchased 2 

shillings worth of honey. He later became the 3rd President of the United 

States from 1801—1809.        

(this item on the place in history of Island honey was contributed by Sam Biles) 
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All Shallows Beekeeping 

I am a hobbyist beekeeper. If you are in beekeeping for the money, and      

beekeeping pays well, what I have to say will probably not interest you. 

I have kept bees for some time now and in my younger days enjoyed the hard 

work it can involve. But as age took its toll I started to struggle and one of the 

first things I decided to do was to get rid of deep brood boxes which I could no 

longer handle with the gentleness necessary if you are not going to upset the 

bees. I knew of the “All Shallows” method of beekeeping but since so few   

beekeepers used it I thought there must be something wrong with the system. 

But I had no option (needs must when the devil drives) so I tried running a  

couple of stocks in all shallow boxes. I have always used the British standard 

frames. I found that there was no difference in the honey take between the 

traditional system and the all shallows but there was a big difference in the 

work involved! Using the all shallows system I could still be a beekeeper! In 

fact if I were starting beekeeping now (with the knowledge I have now) I would 

go for the all shallows system. 

You need one size of frame, one size of foundation and one size of box which 

gives you considerable flexibility when working the bees. Frames can be 

moved about throughout the hive almost willy-nilly; frames containing brood 

can be placed above the excluder – drone brood can be a problem but I’ll come 

to that. I find that two shallow boxes are adequate for most stocks but a really 

strong stock may need three. Two shallow boxes are not adequate for a good 

queen so it is very important to carry out regular inspections every week     

during the swarming season. I over-winter them on three boxes, otherwise 

there is not enough room for winter stores. 

Three honey supers are adequate, except for very strong stocks, providing you 

are prepared to remove full and capped, or near capped, frames as they occur. 

Many years ago I was given an old sea chest which I converted into a hotbox 

using a tubular heater (120 watts), a fan and a thermostat to control the heat. 

It takes five full honey supers and keeps them at the correct temperature until 

I am ready to extract them. If the frames are not fully capped they should be in 

the hotbox for about six hours or more to complete the ripening of the honey. 

At every inspection I remove the honey supers and look between the brood 

boxes for queen cells. If queen cells are present I always go with the bees and 

artificially swarm them rather than go against the bees and frustrate them. If 

they are not preparing to swarm I then carry out a routine inspection looking 

for the four fundamental things; is it queen right, is it healthy, what are they 
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doing and have they enough stores to last them until at least their next           

inspection. Just to jog your memory as to number three “what are they   

doing”. They should be doing different things according to the time of the 

season. In spring and early summer the brood nest should be expanding. In 

May and June they may be preparing to swarm. At the height of the season 

they should be gathering lots of honey which you will have noted when you 

lifted the honey supers off – if you had to grunt to lift them then they are 

gathering honey.  Normally I can get all that info from the top brood box 

but there are occasions when I have to go down into the bottom box.     

During the swarming season I remove at least three fully capped frames of 

brood and replace them with three frames of foundation – if more than 

three need to be removed to give the queen adequate laying room until the 

next inspection I replace the extra ones with drawn out brood frames. The 

withdrawn frames are inspected for drone brood and if present can either 

be destroyed with the hive tool or an entrance made above the excluder for 

them to escape; during this inspection I make absolutely sure that there are 

no eggs or open brood less that four days old which could possibly lead to 

queen cells being built above the excluder. They are then placed in the 

honey super standing on the excluder and left for the worker bees to 

emerge. 

I make an entrance in the framed excluder for drones that emerge above 

the excluder to escape. In use it is positioned at the front of the hive and 

the super standing on the excluder is slid forward until the inner surface of 

the front wall is in line with the outer surface of the framed excluder –    

assuming the frames run the warm way. It is only opened when drone 

brood is above the excluder.                                                                                     

And that’s it – carry on as usual. If you run into problems then solve them; if 

you can’t solve them then shout for help – that’s one of the things the          

association is there for. If you make a mistake, smile, for that’s the way we 

learn.                                                                                                                      

Harry Carter 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21003992                                                                                

On January 10 this year Lord Moynihan tabled a debate in the House of Lords on a 

motion noting the decline of the honey bee in 2012 and measures being taken to 

combat this. Use the link above for his speech to empty benches in the chamber. 



8 

 

 Island beekeeper interview—Stephen Palmer 

When do you first remember being aware 

of bees and honey?                                          

I have always had a fascination with      

wildlife in general and insects in particular; 

beekeeping is just a natural progression for 

me.                                                               

What tempted you into beekeeping?

When I arrived as the new Rector of   

Brighstone, Brook and Mottistone in 1980, 

I found that four of the six churchwardens kept bees. A wise friend once said to 

me that when you become a country Parson it is always a good idea to have a 

hobby appropriate to living in the country.                                                                    

I was lucky to have two great beekeeping friends to help and encourage me at 

the outset; the irreplaceable Bob Buckett, from Brighstone, first taught me how 

to open a hive; the second great friend was Mary Case – and we learnt how to 

keep bees properly together. I shall always be grateful to these two special   

people. The friendship of Rob Marshall, Arthur Johnson and Brian Peaker was 

also invaluable in the early days. 

Did you have an easy beginning with lots of help or did you struggle? 

I am embarrassed to admit that it was just so easy from the very beginning.  

What hives do you use and how did you choose which format?                        

The first two hives I owned were ancient WBC; I bought them from the IWBKA 

auction – complete with bees –for £2 and £1.50 respectively. They came home 

in the back of Bob Buckett’s immaculate BMW car.                                                

The greatest good fortune that I have experienced in my beekeeping career is 

that that very soon after I started beekeeping I attend several courses at Spar-

sholt Agricultural College. At Sparsholt I first encountered the Jumbo Langstroth 

hive; I have used these hives ever since and I wouldn’t change them for any 

other type. They are simple to construct, they allow plenty of room for the col-

ony to expand when it needs to and they are the easiest to clean, sterilise and 

repair. – In short they are most efficient.                                                                 

How many colonies do you hope to start this next Spring with, and what sort 

of a journey has it been to build them up?                               

I have enough equipment for 30 stocks – but at present I am over-wintering 

13 stocks.  Last season was the 30
th

 season I have kept bees and it was without  
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doubt the most difficult season I have experienced. I seemed to be constantly 

feeding the bees and queen rearing and queen mating was terrible.  The        

extraordinary thing about last season was that I averaged 55lbs of honey per 

hive (based on the ‘true’ average and on the number of colonies put into the 

winter the previous season).  Given that the national average in Aberdeenshire 

was 9lbs I count myself very fortunate indeed. I am fearful that I shall discover 

next Spring that number of my stocks are either dead, queenless or that the 

queen is a drone-layer. We shall see!  

What has been your happiest discovery along the way? 

That I have a skill and passion for teaching beekeeping to others – especially the 

scientific aspects of bee anatomy and diseases.  But by far and away the most 

happy thing I have discovered is the friendship between beekeepers. 

Do you have any ‘rules’ that you observe every year leading to                        

recommendations you could pass on? 

Don’t believe anything that another beekeeper tells you until you have proved 

it for yourself. Stop using useless British Standard hives and equipment and use 

only Langstroth standard equipment. The beekeeping season starts in            

September; feed, feed and feed your bees in the autumn (using a sensible 

feeder like an Ashforth). Invariably clip and mark your queens in the Spring. 

Collaborate with the bees’ natural inclinations; do not try to force them into 

your way of doing things.    

What has been your worst beekeeping mistake?                                                  

Importing precious New Zealand queens and then proceeding to accidently   

decapitate them during my first attempts to clip and mark them.                    

How has beekeeping fitted in with the rest of your life?                                          

I think my family (plus a couple of Bishops I have worked for) have always      

suspected that the rest of my life has had to fit into my beekeeping life rather 

than the other way around.                                                                                     

What other aspects of your life are important and enjoyable to you?          

Family and Faith before all things – following by my academic research at the 

National Archives at Kew.                                                                                         

What is the most surprising thing that others might like to know about you?

That I am shy, self-conscious, lacking in self-confidence!                                   

What are your beekeeping hopes and plans for the future?                                 

To be as long-lived and positive as Rob Marshall,  to be as good a beekeeper as 

Mary Case, and to be as good at queen rearing as the great Doug Roberts and 

Brian Peaker. 
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Top Bar Hives and Other Methods of Keeping Bees 

                                                                                                                  

Happy New Year!  Let us hope that this will be a better one for our bees!   

To recap: - Last year our TBH bees had got through the winter and had 

started building up when the weather caused virtual devastation; we   

mislaid our queen or rather were not able to spot her; and though we also 

did not seem to see much in the way of a brood they still managed to 

have a reasonable quantity of bees to get through this winter.   

We have had to feed them and are still having to!  This winter we have 

empty combs we are able to take out one at a time - then very gently 

scrape fondant into the cells (we have used ‘Neopol’ as an all round feed)

replacing the comb as close to the colony as possible.  There does not  

appear to be any problems health-wise – when the weather has been 

warm, dry and still enough we have either dusted with sugar - I grind 

small amounts of normal granulated then sieve it through a fine strainer 

(grinding too much in one go just ends up in it ‘caking’ and not passing 

through the puffer, then we ‘puff’ it on the bees with a barbers talc 

‘balloon’ puffer); or we lightly sprayed with ‘Hive-Clean’.  There has been 

no evidence of brood disorders (in what brood we had) and the combs are 

clean.  All good so far! 

We get involved in our bees, we want to be involved with our bees and 

because of my problems we cannot have bees in boxes too  heavy for me 

to lift.  The photo below is of our TBH. 

In years to come we hope to build a ‘Warré Hive’, which is a set of empty 

boxes with top bars set out like the ‘conventional ‘ (only in the last 100 

years) hive frames leaving a bee space between each bar so the bees can 

go from top to bottom of the hive.   With this we will create a ‘lift’    

probably with a ratchet or wind up mechanism, so that the sections can 

be lifted and manoeuvred without strain and the colony inspected. 

 

I will keep you posted as to how we get on 

during the year. 

Turn to the bottom of page 15 to read the 

opening paragraph of an article that sums 

up why we chose to keep bees. 

Jinnie Bartlett 
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Landmarks and events of the Isle Of Wight—44   

Newchurch                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wooden weatherboarding at the top of this church tower will strike the   

visitor as  being most unusual. It may give the impression that the church itself  

is comparatively new but this is far from the truth. The name dates back to the 

eleventh century when a previous Saxon church at Alverstone was  relocated on 

the present site. Parts of the building have been altered over the years and the 

gabled woodwork was put in place in Edwardian times to lighten the structure 

and   prevent subsidence. 

Inside the church are numerous interesting items. An open  stairway  carved into 

a massive pillar in the nave at one time led to the now defunct rood screen. The 

lectern is in the shape of a pelican and is reputed to have previously stood in the 

church in Frome, Somerset. 

Until 1888  Newchurch Parish stretched from coast to coast  and  engulfed Ryde 

and Ventnor. Parish records hold details of major and minor island events going 

back several centuries. (It records that my great, great grandfather, Horatio Nel-

son Marshall married Jane Dyer here on 1st August 1826). 

The church has links with national celebrities who have contributed to it over 

the ages. Penance money was made available to the church in its early days by 

the son of Thomas a Becket’s assassin, Hugh de Morville, who lived close by. His 

house was later named Knighton Gorges by the de Gorges family who figure  

notably in Island folklore. They also made substantial gifts to the church..  

A later contributor to church funds was Squire Thatcher of Wacklands farm. His 

fame as a breeder of fighting cocks was nationwide and  resulted in the          

renaming of the local inn. 
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The Home of our 

“Quality British made Honey Jar” 
  

Our standard 1lb Honey Jars are made to our own  

specifications in quality glass. 

  

We specialise in supplying many associations including members of 

BBKA & Bee Farmers Association. Our prices for large and small    

orders are very competitive and we can arrange deliveries            

nationwide. 

 For further details on our Honey Jars or any of our other products, 

please get in touch with our Sales Team, we’ll be pleased to hear 

from you. 

  

  

  

  

Suppliers of Glass and Plastic Containers & Closures 

Compak (South) Ltd 

3, Ashmead Road 

Keynsham 

Bristol 

BS31 1SX 

Tel : 01179 863 550 

Fax : 01179 869 162 

 Email : sales@compaksouth.co.uk 

Website  : www.compaksouth.com 

FOR SALE        WHITE GRANULATED SUGAR 

10L (HONEY BUCKET); 10KG WEIGHT OF SUGAR 

£4 PER BUCKET   

CONTACT Ian King T: 282818 M: 07855 246994    59 Green Lane, Cowes 
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The Bee Garden 
By the House of Chilli, Newport Rd, Godshill, PO38 3LY 

 

 Kemble’s  

Foundation 

10% off RRP 

 

Spring Opening 

The shop will be 

open Saturdays in 

February 10—4 

Online orders    

delivered free to 

IOW addresses. 

Suits  £49.00 

Gloves from 

£9.00 

Poly Hives 

from £58.00 
 

 

    www.bee-garden.co.uk 
01983 840295 
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Recipes with honey 

Persian Marble Rhubarb 

This is a recipe to inspire you to try something other than rhubarb pies and 

crumbles from all the lovely winter forced rhubarb arriving from the          

9-square miles of the Yorkshire  Rhubarb Triangle, which has Protected 

Designation Status (PDO), awarded by the European Commission in 2010. 

What’s not to love about the EU? 

The recipe was found at  http://www.honeyrecipes.org.uk/index.html 

1 lb rhubarb 

2 tablespoons sherry 

4 oz  honey 

1 cup double cream 

macaroons 

Wash rhubarb, cut into small chunks and cook over a low heat with sherry 

and honey, stirring. 

Blend and pour the puree into a glass bowl. 

Stir in the double cream to marble and not mix; and chill. 

Serve with more whipped cream if you want, and eat with macaroons. 

Opening paragraph of Sustainable Beekeeping – An Introduction               

Sustainable beekeeping is more or less just providing a suitable home for 

honeybees, probably in your garden, and letting them get on with it, doing 

what they do best. They know far more about honey production than man 

ever will! At its most simple you only have to ‘work’ on your hives twice a 

year, though you can choose to become more involved overseeing and 

handling them if you wish. Don’t forget that the bees are wild creatures 

that you are providing a home for. They are free to come and go as they 

please and you have no real control over them. Sustainable beekeeping is 

more akin to having wild birds in a nest box than ‘keeping’ animals such as 

dogs, hamsters, chickens, etc. Sustainable Beekeeping is NOT the intensive 

management style of beekeeping practiced by conventional beekeepers 

which involves considerable time and money.  Rather it is a modern take 

on older practices developed by those with an interest in our planet, the 

honeybee and a more sustainable agenda.  

Robin Morris  



16 

 

IWBKA Honey Labels 

Number 9—Rob Marshall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Inexpensive Label 

The label which I have used for years took over from the commercial item 

when I discovered a way to produce one on licky-sticky paper. I wanted  to 

avoid the self adhesive type  as they are difficult to remove and do not lend 

themselves to recycling the jars. 

Initially I produced a design on my Amstrad 256 from which a printers block 

was cut. Ray Lomer, a friend whose hobby was printing, supervised the proc-

ess and for some years he printed my annual supply. 

 Sticky backed paper was a problem, but Yelfs the printer of Quay St. Newport 

was about to close down and needed to dispose of several hundred sheets of 

A2 (Huge) yellow paper. It required  a sizeable investment but I cut the sheets 

in four down to A4 size and twenty five years later I have still a good stock.  

In due course I transferred the design to my current computer. It needed 

tweaking a bit and I  don’t think it would be regarded as strictly compliant 

with current regulations. There is no mention of a ‘best before date’ and it 

does not mention that the Isle of Wight is in England but I am prepared to risk            

imprisonment for these omissions. 

I slot ten labels on to an A4 sheet and print enough for each year and  as a   

token to the regulations I change the lot number annually. 

I think customers like the picture of the Island and of course the home ad-

dress is also a selling point. 


