
  

 

I’ve been looking round my apiary. It’s getting towards the end of July. 
We have had a few weeks of Summer and, if you will forgive the pun, 
things are buzzing. Honey production is of secondary importance to me. I 
enjoy the honey and the jars of honey I sell helps to pay for the upkeep of 
the hives and all the other bits and pieces beekeepers need. However, if I 
bothered to do the book keeping I know darned well that the hobby 
wouldn’t make an annual profit.                            www.blackbees.co.uk/  

July 2013     Issue 106 Hon Editor Gillian Belben 

3 Sheat Cottages 
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sheat3@btinternet.com 
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It’s been a busy few months amongst the beehives, which goes some way to 

explaining why this issue of the Wight Bee has only just been completed, 

squeezing in to the last day of July, as I contemplate yet another bout of  

interim honey extracting because I have run out of empty supers. This is of 

course a very nice dilemma to have. If we successfully brought our bees 

through the long winter, we have been rewarded with a series of good,    

possibly great honey flows, well-mated queens and hives bursting with 

healthy bees. As Mary Case said back in June, “Just like the good old days”.  

As well as seeing busy honey bees this year, I have also been enjoying the 

range and quantity of other bees, especially bumble bees, and the ingenious 

and awkward places they like to set up home. 

It is therefore slightly confusing that this year there has been so much      

political, academic and media interest in problems associated with bees, 

reasons for their decline, and the effect of dwindling numbers on the       

environment. The House of Lords, Radio 4, the BBC’s Horizon documentary 

series, they’ve all been at it. Defra is going to launch a National Pollinator 

Strategy. Even the IW Council and Island Roads are claiming they’re going to 

work harder to look after our verges as habitats for insects and other      

wildlife, although I’m not holding my breath on that one. A nice flower-rich 

verge in my parish just got scalped again for the second time in two months. 

I guess that habitat loss and disease are still there is the background and will 

continue to affect our futures, so we need to celebrate these small victories, 

as this summer has most definitely been. 

Thank you to the people who contributed to this issue. It was interesting to 

link the call from Ian King for people to join a microscopy group, with the 

item from Rob Marshall about the early microscopy slides he discovered.  

Finally, a date for your diaries—this year’s IW Honey Show is on November 2 

at the usual venue, Arreton Community Centre. It would be great if more 

people can enter and make the show worthy of the 2013 season of        

abundance and good weather. 

Gillian Belben 
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Microscopy Study Group 

Learn how to use a microscope; preparing and making up slides of pol-

len and bee anatomy; identifying bee and brood diseases. 

Aims  

- Promote the welfare of our bees on the Isle of Wight  

- Offer training in the use of optical microscopes.  

- Stimulate microscopical study and activities.  

- Encourage and support people taking the BBKA microscopi-

cal  examination. 

Our association already owns a compound microscope, and I have been 

offered the loan of a stereo microscope from the Quekett Club, these 

combined with my own instruments will hopefully get us going. 

Any interested members please contact :                                                   

Ian King 

T: 282818   M:07855 246994   idking@icloud.com 

Recipes with honey 

Roasted vegetables with thyme and honey 

1lb potatoes, 1lb parsnips, 1lb carrots, 1/2lb red onions                                    

1 lemon                                                                                                                   

Olive oil                                                                                                                   

Thyme                                                                                                                           

5 tbsp clear honey                                                                                                          

Salt and black pepper 

Wash the root vegetables but don’t peel.                                                                           

Cut the lemon in half and the onions in quarters.                                             

Put everything in a roasting pan and drizzle with the honey and olive 

oil. Add some springs of thyme and season well.                                                 

Place in a pre-heated oven at 180C/350F/Gas 4 for 40 mins, taking out 

and turning from time to time to coat the vegetables in the glaze. 
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7th August: Property 

A frame of honeycomb is in the kitchen: 

just a candle, vigil, out of respect. 

It’s like a body I visit 

laid on the table’s midnight. 

 

The smell is first; under its pinewood resin 

the smell of light is in a miracle: 

1—criminal—touch 

 

it’s tear-easy skin of skeletal reef. 

(Best use of space for minimal effort.) 

No waste for them, just work, 

and days of nectar flow are nearing end. 

 

Flowers are here, springs of them, 

wells and weightless drops of briefest sex; 

a wax shroud turned down at its corners; 

a dead skin mostly beautifully scented, 

drawn out of dark. 

 

When touched, 

observe the way 

that light swells in the crack 

and golden eyes. 

 

But it is cold, 

I paid for it with hooks across my flesh. 

 

From Bee Journal, Sean Borrowdale 
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An Interesting Consignment 

A non-beekeeping friend recently showed me a set of three boxes 

which a relative had acquired during a house clearance disposal. It 

was not a gift, more a request for information. I have now returned 

the set but readers may be interested in what was there. 

It comprised three dovetailed wooden boxes containing over a   

hundred magic lantern slides. All of the slides related to beekeeping 

and most were microscope images of bee anatomy although a few 

were of beekeeping personalities. 

The professionally produced slides bore the name ‘Flatters and  

Garnett’ and a search of the internet revealed that this firm was in 

the forefront of Microscope technology around nineteen thirty.        

Inscribed on the lid of one box was the owner’s name-H.M.Livens-

not one of our founding fathers 

Some slides had sequential numbering as if prepared for a lecture 

although the lantern needed for this will have been discarded. 

Since the apparatus  to display these slides is obsolete I consider 

that their cash value to be minimal so they may come my way again 

in time  However I did manage to get photographic copies of two 

examples which I attach. 

 Rob Marshall 

Skepmaker 

Bee’s mouth parts 
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 Confession of a novice Beekeeper, salutary lessons in beekeeping 

Early this year, In my enthusiasm and eagerness, and by inspecting on windy 

days, I caused the chilling of hundreds of brood, which in turn caused a large 

proportion of my first hatched bees to suffer DWV (Deformed Wing Virus) and a 

sudden spike in the incidence of Chalk Brood.  

This problem was exacerbated by my choice of apiary site, which, against      

orthodox thinking, was in a windy location at the top of my father's field. Guilty 

of a tendency toward stubbornness, I had supposed that bees must be able to 

cope with an occasional breeze, which of course they can, and I felt vindicated 

when last year, (my first), I successfully doubled my stock.  

However, in my obstinacy, I had neglected to realise that although my bees had 

thrived in a windy spot (indeed sited close to a feral bee tree), it was my        

intervention on windy days that would be the problem. This spring, every time I 

had the opportunity to visit my hives the conditions were less than perfect. Add 

to this the fact that I just don't feel the cold, and you end up with a recipe for 

chilled brood. 

DWV is a depressing sight and being an empathic chap, it filled me with sorrow, 

seeing all those moribund bees spending their last night on the ground outside 

the hive, when it should have been the start of their flying career! And the     

calcified grubs discarded at the hive entrance filled me with dread. For a short 

while I considered whether I ought to burn my hives for the sake of the local 

bee population.  

But take heart fellow novices, my two hives, originally split from a local swarm, 

from a long line of local queens, recovered quickly as the weather warmed up 

and as my (obviously untimely) first inspection grew more historic. Soon again 

my hives were teeming with healthy bees and the DWV dwindled away. Before 

long my two (double-brood-box) colonies were full to bursting, needing supers, 

and I noticed swarm cells.  

It had always been my intention to split in the spring, hence the double brood 

boxes and super that stayed on all winter. As well as keeping syrup and pollen 

substitute available, I kept their own honey in the comb through the winter and 

in March put it in the supers so they had a feast ready and waiting when the sun 

came out enough for them to fly and taste the spring air. 

I vowed I must change their site from the gusty heights to the sheltered valley 

below as soon as I was able. To easier facilitate varroa monitoring I would 

change from WBC's to National hives with their convenient inspection trays.  
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 To this end I performed my first split, taking the top brood box of each  

colony and transferring the frames into two new national hives bought 

from Hazel at the "Bee Garden" in Godshill, and placed on a stand in a very 

sheltered corner. 

(It is so good to have a local beekeepers supply shop here on the Island, 

Hazel is always at the end of the phone line so you can check to see if she 

has what you want before you venture out and it is fantastic to be able to 

pop over and buy an extra super or pack of frames etc. In this case she had 

budget Nationals on the shelf at less then you can buy them mail order! I 

strongly urge all you fellow "Beeks" to support this excellent facility so it 

may long continue). 

So far so good, a fortnight later it was obvious the two original Queens, 

both very dark Melifera Melifera-like and as indigenous to the Island as 

they can be, were now in the very sheltered "bottom acre". The top of the 

hill hives had obviously received back all the flying bees and were putting 

on pollen and honey with a vengeance. To look at them you would have 

thought they were whole colonies! Except for the very obvious plethora of 

swarm cells.  

And here we come to my confession: in my excitement at the bulging state 

of my WBC's I decided to take two more splits and make use of those 

queen cells. I beg forgiveness for my greed and for the blunder I went on 

to make which I chronicle here so you don't make the same mistake. I 

bought two Nuc's and two more Nationals from Hazel and split the         

remaining WBC's into them, but my error was that I then moved all of 

them into the lower apiary and neglected to block their entrances for a 

couple of days post-split. This omission led hundreds of my faithful flyers 

returning to spend the night, clustered in an empty WBC on a windy hill on 

a chilly night. I scooped up the shivering bees the next day and put them in 

the weakest poly-Nuc and brought it in to warm by the radiator! Even so I 

have lost about a frame of bees and my splits have lost foragers and I am 

left with a horrible feeling and all my fingers crossed.  

If you make splits and move hives block your entrances for up to 3 days 

after the move or leave half of the split in the original spot to collect the 

flyers. I mourn the bees I led to a premature demise and won't make the 

same mistake again.                                                                                            

Rob Turner 
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 Island beekeeper profile                                                                                  

Mike Sargent 

When do you first remember being 

aware of bees and honey?                  

I made my way through life with  

little thought of bees or honey other 

than to question the flying            

performance of the insect itself. I 

remember a discussion on          

aerodynamics when I joined the RAF 

which stuck in my mind ever since.                

What tempted you into beekeeping at first?                                                                    

I happened to mention to a friend that bees seemed to have set up shop 

under a rather decrepit stone patio which was close to our sun lounge.  I 

had spent some time  watching their  comings and goings and wondered 

what action I should take. My friend, unknown to me had recently        

become a member of this society and had a hive. He advised me to get an 

expert to visit and assess the situation. My friend telephoned IWBKA 

chairman Terry Willis who visited our house the following day. My visitors 

were in fact Bumble Bees and his advice was to watch and enjoy.  Terry’s 

visit lasted somewhat longer than he had possibly expected because I 

asked the right questions and he explained at length the fascination of 

bee keeping as a hobby.                                                                                          

I seem to remember this happened in July 2010. My interest had been 

awakened and I signed up for a bee keeping course over the coming    

winter. Having taken the course and joined  IWBKA I took advantage of 

the auction which was held  in early spring. I bought a National Hive, a 

nuc box and various odds and ends. Having built frames and a hive stand 

the big question was, where do we go from here?                                    

Quarr Abby was in the process of getting underway as a training apiary for 

the association and I made several visits during which I saw a swarm, 

which to the surprise of one and all took up residence in the bee keeping 

store room. I also had a couple of hands-on supervised inspections of 

hives over the next few weeks which was my foundation for getting on 

with the task in hand.                                                                                    

Within a couple of weeks I had a telephone call from Dave Cassell who 
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had a cast to find a home for. It was a Sunday evening at about 9.30 

when the call came. Dave was departing for the continent the            

following morning so, could I come now! In short I picked up the bees 

in a nuc and got them to Cowes around 11pm.                                              

Did you have an easy beginning with lots of help or did you struggle?                  

I developed a close relationship with Brother Adam and Ted Hooper. I 

attended every bee event the association had arranged and asked 

many questions.                                                                                          

What hives do you use and how did you choose which format?            

I over-wintered my national hive which seemed to me to be doing well 

until one warm May morning in 2012 when I saw my bee hive empty 

and depart to pastures new. A  lack of awareness on my part of course 

as I had clearly not seen the obvious signs of swarm preparation. The 

bees would surly now develop a new queen? Unfortunately this didn’t 

happen and the hive simply failed. Not a single bee remained.                                                                 

It was clearly time for a new strategy for next year.  I took advice and 

bought Poly’ hives and an over-wintered nuc of known quality.                                            

How many colonies do you hope to start this next Spring with, and 

what sort of a journey has it been to build them up?                                

I currently have three 14 x 12 poly hives  and they seem to be doing 

well. I’m going to start a nuc which I will over-winter as an insurance 

against problems with my main hives.                                                         

In early May this year I saw the signs that red hive was preparing to 

swarm. I called for back-up and a second opinion. Two of my fellow 

Penguins (the Bee Basic Examination Group I belong to) came to my 

apiary and had a look. I considered what we had seen and the                

following day did an Artificial swarm as discussed in the Manual of Bee 

Keeping. The process was a success and my single hive became two 

queen right colonies. My third colony was a nuc I purchased in May 

which is building up well.  

What has been your happiest discovery along the way? 

The enthusiasm of members of the association and their willingness to 

help.  Most of all the discovery of four other aspiring new bee keepers 

who formed a group to study for the BBKA Basic Examination. It’s been 

great fun getting together on a regular basis and taking and passing     
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 the examination which was held at Quarr at the end of June. Some-

how we acquired the name of the Penguin’s but that’s another story.  

 Do you have any ‘rules’ that you observe every year leading to    

recommendations you could pass on? 

No I don’t. I will watch and question for the foreseeable future! 

The only advice I would give to new beekeepers is join forces with 

others in your situation and  think about working towards the BBKA 

Basic Exam. It’s fun and very confidence boosting. 

.What has been your worst beekeeping mistake?                              

Not recognising a colony about to swarm.                                           

How has beekeeping fitted in with the rest of your life?                     

My wife has given great support and the rest of the family know what 

to buy me on my birthday!                                                                      

What other aspects of your life are important and enjoyable to you?                                                                              

Making the most of every day and also making a contribution to     

society in practical ways.                                                                           

What is the most surprising thing that others might like to know 

about you?                                                                                                    

I’ve no idea!  Take me out for dinner and prime me with your finest 

wines and I might drop a couple of hints.                                            

What are your beekeeping hopes and plans for the future?

Continued enjoyment and not too many stings. 
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Smokers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beekeepers nowadays have the advantage in having the choice of reliable 

smokers with which to subdue their bees but this was not the case in years 

gone by. Although the pacifying effect of smoke was well known it was not 

until Moses Quinby invented a bellows driven smoker in 1870 , that a more 

useful tool became available. 

Before long Mr. Quinby’s son in law, T F.Bingham, spotted a fault in the 

original design and made a small but important modification. The Quinby 

smoker tended to go out as soon as  bellows pumping ceased as no air 

could reach the fire box. The Bingham design left a small gap between the 

bellows and the fire box which solved the problem as air could be drawn 

into the firebox without going through the bellows. You will notice that this 

gap is evident in your present smoker. 

The smoker that you use today probably incorporates several noticeable       

improvements. There will be a grid at the bottom of the enlarged fire box 

and the nozzle will be angled to minimise the likelihood of embers falling on 

to the combs. The addition of a hanger and slot for the hive tool and a 

guard to prevent you burning your hand on the firebox is also available in 

the more expensive models. 

Rob Marshall 
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Landmarks and events of the Isle Of Wight—46  

Micah Morey’s Hump 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close to the Hare and Hounds there are several mounds  which could have 

carried Micah Morey's body. Which one is the real "Hump" is open to          

conjecture. Suffice it to say that on a ancient tumulus hereabouts the carcass 

of an infamous island criminal hung in chains till it rotted away. 

Micah Morey was a woodcutter living in Arreton with his young grandson. His 

daughter and her husband had left the child in his care some years  earlier but 

then something occurred which led to poor 14 year old James Dove’s murder. 

What precipitated the dreadful crime is open to speculation. 

On that June day in 1736 Micah Morey equipped himself with a billhook and 

two large leather panniers and together with his grandson set off for some 

nearby woodland. Whilst in the wood he slew the boy and then in a grisly  

episode he dismembered the body with the billhook and stowed the result in 

the two leather panniers which he attempted to conceal. The disappearance 

of the child raised suspicions in the village but it was not until the October of 

that year that the rotting remains were discovered and the worst fears of the 

village elders were confirmed. 

Micah Morey was indicted for murder by the churchwardens of Arreton     

Parish in February and in due course he was brought to trial in Winchester. 

Found guilty, he was executed there and it was decreed that his body should 

be taken back to the island where it would be exhibited, hung in chains as a 

warning to other felons.  

Since many prehistoric burials have taken place in the vicinity and numerous 

skeletons recovered ,no-one can tell for sure what happened to Micah 

Morey’s remains. Traditions abound about this story and in the nearby Hare 

and Hounds  there is somebody's skull and some timber which is reputed to 

be part of the gibbet.  

Rob Marshall 
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From the County Press, Friday June 21st 2013 

 
HIGHWAYS PFI contractor Island Roads is to consider better ways of           
protecting the wild flower and bee population on roadside verges. 

Isle of Wight Council members and ecology officers are to meet representatives 
of Island Roads next week to discuss new ways of managing rural roadside 
verges, on which bees and other wildlife flourish, and to suggest a programme 
to sow wild flower seed along them. 
 
An Isle of Wight Council spokesman said: "Currently, there are elements of the 
contract that stipulate entire verges are to be cut but certain strips may be left to 
grow. 

"The contractor has been instructed not to cut back naturalised bulb, wild flower 
and orchid areas, so protections are in place, but more will be done to be more 
sensitive to the wildlife." 
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From the County Press, Saturday July 13 2013 
PFI contractor Island Roads has apologised after cutting down orchids at an Isle of Wight 
beauty spot. The company sliced through the wild flowers in Strawberry Lane, Mottistone, 
destroying colourful pyramidal orchids.                                                                               
As previously reported in the County Press, Island Roads were told by the Isle of Wight 
Council three weeks ago not to cut back verges with wild flowers and orchids.               
Island Roads operations and maintenance manager, Steve Jenkins, said the company 
was committed to protect the ecology of verges.                                                        
"Unfortunately, on this occasion, our contractor misunderstood which area was to be   
attended and sadly, a number of orchids were cut. 

We are extremely disappointed and sorry this error has occurred. We will be speaking with 
our contractors and reviewing the system of cutting around these flowers to ensure this 
does not happen again." 

 

  

  

  

  

The Home of our 
“Quality British made Honey Jar” 

  
Our standard 1lb Honey Jars are made to our own  

specifications in quality glass. 

 We specialise in supplying many associations including members of 

BBKA & Bee Farmers Association. Our prices for large and small    

orders are very competitive and we can arrange deliveries            

nationwide. 

 For further details on our Honey Jars or any of our other products, 

please get in touch with our Sales Team, we’ll be pleased to hear 

from you. 

  

  

  

  

Suppliers of Glass and Plastic Containers & Closures 

Compak (South) Ltd 

3, Ashmead Road 

Keynsham 

Bristol 

BS31 1SX 

Tel : 01179 863 550 

Fax : 01179 869 162 

 Email : sales@compaksouth.co.uk 

Website  : www.compaksouth.com 
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IWBKA Honey Labels 

Number 11 

not a label for jars—a mug! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Jinnie Bartlett. Her prize-winning wax flowers have made 

their way onto the front cover of the 2013 National Honey Show programme. 

 

 

 

With our centenary in the offing 

perhaps it is time to think of 

some form of commemorative 

object. For our seventy fifth     

anniversary about fifty mugs 

were purchased for members. 

One of the few surviving exam-

ples is pictured here.  

We have five years before the 

IWBKA is 100 years old. Let’s    

begin the consultation now to 

decide how we can celebrate 

such a momentous event. 


